ETSA: a renewal today and
implications for the future

Who are we?
• The European Textile Service Association, is the
leading network for textile service companies in
Europe.
• ETSA provides a platform to share best practices.
• ETSA also monitors and responds to developing EU
legislation in order to ensure the interests of the
textile industry are represented.
• ETSA has been extremely involved in issues of
sustainability, including following and communicating
with our members regarding the COP26 summit as
well as the ongoing struggle against the pandemic.
• Lastly, ETSA is also focused on showcasing the textile
service industry as an industry committed to
sustainability and the circular economy, to firms,
stakeholders and the general public alike.

ETSA Climate Ambassadorship
• In summer ETSA successfully procured the EU
Climate Pact Ambassadorship.
• ETSA has the responsibility to act in synergy
with the European Commission to inform and
inspire real climate action among members
while also acting as a sort of bridge between
stakeholders, individuals, industries and
European institutions which are committed to
boosting European sustainability.

• ETSA has already participated in the sustainable
mobility campaign, will participate in the peer
parliament campaign and is actively
communicating with other Pact ambassadors
both in Belgium and around Europe.
• ETSA has drafted a Climate Ambassadorship
Pledge, which will be approved at the end of the
month. This Pledge outlines the sustainability
goals for not only ETSA, but the greater textile
service industry.

United Nations Global Compact
• COP26 Summit in Glasgow earlier this month underlines the
United Nation’s commitment to sustainability.
• ETSA has been a member of the UN Global Compact for years,
last summiting a communication in 2018 after the United
Nations Katowice summit.
• ETSA has also been acting in synergy with its members and
obtaining some of their best practices for a 2021
communication.
• With the urgency surrounding the Climate crisis, our
members ambitions have been more industrious and
innovative.
• With this is great, we will need to push even harder for
sustainability.
• ETSA’s 2021 Communication to the UN Global Compact will be
published in the beginning of December.

Cooperation and Collaboration with ETSA
National Associations.
• ETSA has been in close cooperation with its 12 national associations which
include the Swedish Textile Association, but also national associations
representing, Germany, Italy the UK the USA and more!
• Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and global push for sustainable practices,
cooperation with national textile service associations is all the more crucial.
• We have worked in concert with national textile service associations in
developing webinars, answering Commission consultations and identifying
common goals for increased salience.

• ETSA Position papers and communications with MEPs have been areas for
increased cooperation with national associations as well
• Some of future policy recommendations include a focus on the Circular
Economy action plan, PPE and fostering resilience in the face of the
pandemic, product environmental footprint, microplastics and more.

Salient topics for focus in 2021-2022:
Sustainability and Circular Economy
• Fairtrade and sustainable materials, what can’t be
recycled should be bio-degradable. Rented Textiles and
textile repair means less virgin resource extraction.
• Durable, reusable fabrics means less overall production &
by proxy less waste
• End of Life recycling
• Coming commission policies on wastewater, chemicals
and microplastics, mean developing further concrete
policy recommendations, on a diverse array of issues.
• A proper sustainability action plan on the part of ETSA and
members will not only contribute to a brighter future but
will also be more financially lucrative.
• ETSA Laundry Technology and Environment Working Group
has been an excellent tool to share best practices and
identify common goals among ETSA’s membership.

Salient topics for focus in 2021-2022: PFAS and
Chemical Policy
• ETSA’s Standards and laundry technology and environment
working group has also been a place where best practices
regarding PFAS, and Chemical policy have been discussed.
• An EU-wide PFAS ban is in the works and will likely come to
fruition shortly, and it will be vital that we cooperate in finding
adequate substitutes.

• The EU Textile Strategy (whose consultation ETSA answered) will
likely address questions of dyes, finishing and textile
impregnation.
• Through its print and media channels ETSA has underlined the
need for pragmatic and realistic approaches to chemical policy so
worker health and safety are not undermined but sustainability
remains emphasized.

Salient topics for focus in 2021-2022: Digital Product Passport &
Traceability
• The European Commission has called on firms throughout
Europe to take a more active approach in assuring the
sustainability of supply chains. Including product passports,
traceability and increased CSR.
• Not only has ETSA underlined some of these practices in our
media, and in our publicans (including the global compact).
ETSA has flagged these issues to our members on related
topics and consultations we answered, including the
Sustainable Finance Taxonomy and Sustainable Product
Initiative.
• The Commission released a survey on Environmental
Footprints on 15 November, we can expect further actions
about traceability in the coming months and years

• ETSA has flagged this as one area for deepened cooperation
as well as innovation on the part of our members.

EU Funded Projects: Educate
• ETSA has worked with several of our national textile associations,
including the Swedish Textile Service Association on the EU funded
project “Educate.”
• This project aims at upskilling, training and educating workers in the
textile care industry through digitalized distance learning.
• Interactive learning tutorials help upskill workers in every segment
of the textile value chain. Allowing skilled workers to improve their
performance, at their own convenience.
• Cooperation in this project began in 2018, however the COVID-19
pandemic forced us to adapt, but nevertheless made our work more
relevant.
• The app is now online as of August 31, 2021. We’d like to thank all the
associations who made our work possible.
• Educate is just one of many EU funded opportunities. ETSA is also
monitoring for other EU funded projects. There are a great many
more opportunities with the Commission planning more and more

Our Work with the Swedish Textile Service
• Daniel Kärrholt has been a valued partner
Association
collaborator of ETSA Secretariat.

and

• Not just with respect to Educate! but also the study
“Why textiles win in the long run” and the upcoming
Ecostudy.
• “Why textiles win in the long run has been a key
piece of our literature for the year 2021 and has
served the industry greatly in underling the benefits
of reusable textile services.
• Further Mr Kärrholt has been a frequent attendee of
ETSA webinars and events, including some of our
webinars dedicated to sustainability and the Green
Deal.
• We look forward to cultivating a deepened spirit of
cooperation with the Swedish Textile Service
Association going forward, as with all our members.

Thank You
• Any questions?

