
 

 

 

    
 

 
 

 

Brussels, 16th of December 2024 

Cc: DG ENV, DG GROW, JRC  

 

Joint Industry Statement on the need for deadline extension for the ESPR Delegated Act on Textiles 

– Second milestone Consultation, Revised First milestone and Surveys on Substances of Concern and 

LCA/LCC 

We, the undersigned representatives of European industry stakeholders, respectfully request an 

extension of the current deadlines for the second milestone consultation on the JRC preparatory study 

on textiles for product policy instruments, the revised first milestone and the related surveys on 

substances of concern and LCA/LCC model. While we appreciate the effort undertaken by the European 

Commission and the JRC under tight deadlines, we believe that additional time is essential to ensure 

meaningful and comprehensive stakeholder engagement in this groundbreaking regulatory process, 

which will shape the future of the textile value chain. 

 

A Significant Volume of Information to Process 

The Task 4 report, which forms the basis for the consultations, is an extensive and complex document 

containing critical information that requires careful review. While we acknowledge that the report was 

made available on 14 November, the sheer volume and technical detail necessitate a thorough analysis 

by our subject matter experts before any initial feedback can be formulated. In addition, the Task 4 

document opens for feedback 15 of the 16 aspects of the outputs identified in Article 5 of the ESPR 

legal framework, whose implications and technical background are extensive enough to provide 

substantial input.  

This second milestone also includes feedback on the references reviewed in the first milestone, and 

extensive technical questions on substances of concern and the proposed methodology for LCA, 

documents that was not yet made available to the public, for which the feedback deadlines are divided 

into only one week's time between each of them. Providing feedback on these aspects by February in 

line with JRC’s requests for contribution is insufficient for substantial contribution. 

  

 



 

 

The Need for Internal Stakeholder Coordination 

Our industry associations represent thousands of members, ranging from large enterprises to SMEs, all 

of whom will fall under the scope of the upcoming delegated act and need to be engaged in this 

process. To develop coherent and unified industry positions, we must: 

1. Disseminate the information to our members and provide adequate time for their review. 

2. Facilitate initial feedback collection across diverse member organizations. 

3. Consolidate input through several rounds of internal consultation to ensure it reflects the 

collective views of the industry. 

This is a time-intensive process that cannot be compressed without risking the quality and 

representativeness of our submissions. 

 

Timing and Impact of the Holiday Season 

The current deadlines coincide with the holiday season, further complicating our ability to coordinate 

effectively. Many subject matter experts, who already balance these consultations with other 

professional responsibilities, will face additional challenges in aligning their teams across many 

departments internally during this period. It is important to note that even civil society groups have 

voiced concerns about the demanding nature of this consultation process during the workshops on the 

9 and 10 December. 

 

Importance of Getting It Right 

We recognize the JRC, and the European Commission have internal deadlines to meet, and we remain 

committed to collaborating constructively to achieve shared goals. However, this Delegated Act 

represents a landmark initiative, serving as the first comprehensive regulatory framework of its kind 

and a blueprint for future delegated acts. Given its foundational role, it is imperative that it adheres to 

the principles of Better Regulation, ensuring that all stakeholders have sufficient opportunity to provide 

thoughtful and well-considered input.  

 

Our Request 

In light of the above, we respectfully urge the European Commission and the JRC to extend the 

consultation deadlines as follows:  

- 3 March 2025: Revised 1st milestone and Task 4 of the Preparatory Study on Textiles 

- 10 March 2025: Questionnaire on substances and substances of concern in textile apparel  

- 17 March 2025: Framework of the environmental and economic model (LCA/LCC) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Signed, 

supporting organizations  

 

  
 

Isabelle Maurizi 
Director General 
EBCA 

Elena Lai 
Secretary General 
ETSA 

Dirk Vantyghem 
Director General 
EURATEX 

 
 
 

  

   
Julia Ettinger (Blees) 
Secretary General 
EuRIC 

Christel Delberghe 
Director General 
EuroCommerce 

Jérôme Pero 
Secretary General 
FESI 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Marina Prados Espínola 
Director 
Policy Hub 

 

 


